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Reading View versus Grid View in Discussions – D2L Tutorial 

This tutorial is designed for faculty who have previous experience using the Discussions tool D2L.  For 

further information, please contact elearning@camosun.ca for assistance.  

Scenario 

This tutorial will explain the difference between Reading View and Grid View, and cover the steps 
involved when you want to change the view for a Topic or for your whole Discussion area. 

Reading View versus Grid View 

There are two ways to view Discussion Topic threads in D2L.  The first is the default, called Reading 
View.  Reading View for a Topic looks like this: 
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The second view is Grid View, and it looks like this (for the same Topic we showed for Reading View): 

 

 

 

Note that in Grid View, you can pull the centre gray bar up and down to expand/shrink the two panels. 

 

Now we will look at the two ways you can access Grid View (or change between Reading View and Grid 
View) to help you better navigate Discussions.  You can either look at an individual Topic in Grid View 

temporarily, or change the view in your Discussions area more permanently. 
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Steps for viewing an individual Topic in Grid View (temporary) 

1. Go to the Discussions tool in your course. 

2. Click the down-arrow next to the title of the Topic you wish to view and select View Topic in Grid 
View.  Note that next time you go back to this Topic, you will need to select this again – it will NOT 
become the default view for the Topic. 
 

 
 

Steps for changing the view for all Topics to Grid View (“permanent”) 

1. Go to the Discussions tool in your course. 

2. Click Settings (at the top, right). 
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3. Change the Default View to Grid View and click Save.  You can change this setting back any 
time.  And if your default view is Grid View, you will be able to select View Topic in Reading 
View for any individual Topic temporarily. 
 

 
 
 

Things to Remember 

Feel free to play around with these view settings.  You may find one works better for one Topic, and the 

other for other Topics. 

Also, note that these views have to be set by each individual using the Discussions tool – so let your 

students know about these options so they can change the settings for themselves. 
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